
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     MAY 17, 2015 
  
SEVENTH  SUNDAY  OF   EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – Luke 24:44-53 
 Hymn – 141 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I am having a difficult time leaving home.  By 
home I mean the metaphorical home in my mind, the one in 
which I now live as I did when I was a child.  I am far from being 
the age of a child, yet I continue to live as I did as a child—
bound to many of the same roles, patterns, feelings, 
expectations and conclusions that claimed me when I was 
younger.  My efforts to leave home have been characterized by 
being strong and overcoming any ways I remain at home: 
refusing to play the old roles, rejecting familiar feelings, and 
discarding the expectations and conclusions of my childhood.  
That this does not work is evidenced by the reality that I 
remain as bound as before.  The alternative frightens me: 
owning just how bound I continue to be.  You support my 
exploring being bound as the way to teach me to understand 
the reasons being bound was necessary and important when I 
was younger.  You encourage my considering whether those 
reasons actually remain in effect in the present.  As I do this I 
begin to feel pathos for myself being bound in the past and still 
in the present.  Such pathos is the price paid for my release. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 17:6-19 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 154 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 147 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
FRIDAY       1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for May 24, 2015 
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet this Friday, May 22nd, at the 
church, at 1:30pm.  The lesson is #8.  Pam Novelly is the study 
leader.  Marolyn Bode is the hostess. 
 Donations to the relief effort in Nepal can be made through 
the church.  Make your check out to this church, and mark the 
memo as “Nepal.”  The money will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, and will go to Nepal relief and not to the 
general fund of PDA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ascension and the 7th  Sunday  of Easter [John 17:6-19] 

 The environment in which I grew up instilled in me the 
belief that the purpose of my life was to perfect my best 
human qualities. The idea was that I needed to remove from 
my life whatever was inferior, and to cultivate what was 
superior. This dance of life which was instilled in me was a 
dance in the external world—it had everything to do with 
presentation. In this dance I was in the lead-position. This 
was a dance about succeeding, and to the degree I 
succeeded I would be Christ-like. 

Over time I have come to understand that the belief 
which was instilled in me was in error. A belief that is more 
on-target is that the purpose of life is to join in the work God 
does to make my life fully human. My fully human life 
includes the use of what I consider superior, as well as the 
integration and use of what I consider inferior. This fully 
human life is primarily constructed by God’s effort to 
introduce me to and acquaint me with what I consider 
inferior. The part I play is two-fold: 1) being receptive to this 
way God increases my awareness of the person I am, and 2) 
being open to how this expands my experience of who I am. 
This is an interior dance, and has to do with qualities like 
congruence and transparency. In this dance I am not in the 
lead-position; I am the one following. This is a dance where 
the greatest benefit comes through approaching what is 
looked upon as failure. If my intent is to remain in this dance 
by being receptive and open to what seems like failing, I am 
Christ-like. 

The dance instilled in me is focused on transcending what 
are considered defects; it reaches for perfection, and intends 
to expand my life by achievement. It is something I 
construct. The dance I have learned to appreciate is focused 
on the recovery of aspects of my life which have been lost to 
me or left behind as I grew up [redemption]. As this dance 

develops it intends to save me from being worn out by my 
reaching for perfection [salvation]. It intends to expand my 
life by inclusion. It is something I receive. 
 The weight of the dance I have learned to appreciate is 
carried by the aspect of God called Christ. Christ brings me 
insights and perceptions which introduce me to what has 
been lost and left behind. These come to me in the form of 
feelings and thoughts which I often have a difficult time 
welcoming.  As I remove these thoughts and feelings from my 
awareness, Christ restores them. Even though this makes me 
uncomfortable, Christ’s work should be seen for what it is 
and what it intends: as his protecting me from being harmed 
by the constant effort to avoid such feelings and thoughts 
and to achieve perfection. 
 The gospel reading for today is part of a conversation 
between Christ and God about protecting this work Christ has 
labored to produce within me. Christ has introduced me to 
thoughts and feelings which are important for me to 
consider, and has restored these thoughts and feelings to my 
awareness any time I banish them. The issue is: How is what 
has been disclosed to me protected from loss? Using modern 
concepts to answer—the internal work that Christ does 
slowly decreases, and the capacity to remember and 
integrate what Christ has shown me begins to operate in my 
life and gradually increases. Using the mythological language 
of the New Testament: the aspect of God called Christ leaves 
[Ascension], and the aspect of God called Holy Spirit begins to 
work within [the beginning of which is commemorated on the 
Day of Pentecost]. Using the metaphor of our dance with 
God: my ability to participate in this dance with God increases 
as God begins supporting and expanding my ability to relate 
internally. The many aspects of who I am which Christ has 
disclosed to me are not lost because the ability to remember 
them and apply them slowly increases. 

[Jim Robie, 5-15-15, Cycle B, John 17:6-19] 


